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Politics Now

CSEA closing the wallet -- at least for now

March 19, 2012 - 1:09 PM 

ALBANY -- Upset with last week's new pension plan agreement affecting future government workers, the state's largest public workers union says it will "suspend" political endorsement -- and contributions.

"This unprecedented action is a direct result of the political deal between Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo and the state legislative leadership, Senate Republicans and Assembly Democrats, trading the future retirement security of working New Yorkers for legislative redistricting lines,'' said Danny Donohue, president of the Civil Service Employees Association.

How long the boycott lasts -- in this election year -- is uncertain. Unions have made political threats before and later caved, and there are still a few months left to the 2012 legislative sessions for lawmakers to try to get back into CSEA's money column.

Besides money -- lots of it -- that CSEA gives state lawmakers, it also has one of the best political field operations to provide foot soliders to help candidates pass out literature and get people to the polls, as well as a large, computerized phone bank operation for polling and get-out-the-vote efforts.

"This action is necessary to give our union the opportunity to re-evaluate our political relationships and make judgments about the criteria we use in determining who has earned and deserves our support. It is also important to consider how our support is valued,'' Donohue said today.

Donohue said CSEA also will work with other unions and groups to see "how we can collectively address the disrespect and disenfranchisement of working people by our state's elected officials.''

UPDATE

Just a very quick look at recent state Board of Elections filings shows the oomph of CSEA's dollar flow. 

When just looking at single contributions above $20,000, the union has given at least $407,000 to the Democratic Assembly Campaign Committee the past four years, and another $256,000 to the Senate GOP main campaign account, along with $209,000 to the state Democratic Party. 

The money does not include hundreds of thousands of dollars in donations to individual lawmakers, nor what it has spent helping campaigns with its political operation during election season.
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